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March 19, 1919

I am very pleased to meet you this evening. I should have
loved to speak to you in Tamil, but unfortunately, all my attempts
to learn Tamil have so far failed. You will please therefore forgive
me for my inability to address you in your mother tongue. As I
look at the faces before me, I see that many of them resemble those
that I was used to see in South Africa, I have worked with them,
I have lived with them, I have eaten with them, and company
with you puts me in mind of the days I have spent with them.

You know that money cannot do without labour nor labour
do without money. Part of what your masters earn with your
labour is distributed to you, You thus enjoy a position of privi-
lege. But there are also responsibilities attaching to it and I
shall tell you some of them*

First and foremost, you should be truthful, for a man without
truth is, like a base coin, worthless, and in order that truth may
shme in you, you should be educated* I see that Mr. Wadia has
very kindly provided you with a library and a reading room and
I have no doubt that if you expressed your desire to him, he could
find you teachers also. No man is too old to learn and if you will
learn and study what ought to be studied, you will become better
men. You will then better know your rights as well as your duties.
You can either waste your time and money by devoting both
to drinking and gambling or you can use both usefully in educat-
ing yourselves and your children, I hope you will remember
the few words I have spoken this evening and try to act according
to what I have said, I thank you for giving rne the opportunity
of meeting you, May God bless you and yours and may you be-
come citizens of India,
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* Thia apoech was translated into Tamil by Dandapani Pillay* B- P.
wai in the chair*